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The Krakow technology and startup environment use this hashtag as its official 

flag which has become a recognized hallmark. By using the #omgkrkfor anything 

on social media you can be assured your message will reach thousands of people 

fascinated with new technologies and entrepreneurship.

Are you interested in start-ups? ģThen you are part of #omgkrk. Welcome!

#OMGKRK

- You are part of #omgkrk. Welcome!



The Krakow start-up environment continually 

stir people's emotions and interest. In order to 

sort this area out a bit, IĦm delivering a report, 

well actually a catalogue, to the reader. Its 

contents were not supported by any long-

term research. It is a census and a picture of 

what is happening in the royal city. For those 

seeking deeper knowledge, it is not enough, 

but it can certainly provide a solid 

understanding for those interested.

How do we define startups? - The definition 

of startups is an academic dispute. In fact, 

putting a boundary between start-ups and 

non-start -ups almost never really matters. 

Instead of a definition, I suggest a list of 

inspiring start -ups. Getting to know at least a 

few of them makes it easier to understand this 

start -up environment without wading through 

the wide range of definitions. So, instead of 

theory ģhow it is working in practice!

How many? ģThere are definitely many 

companies  active in Krakow appearing at 

events, with each one identically and 

culturally representing a new wave of 

entrepreneurship. However, calling each of 

them a start-up would be an exaggeration.

Start-ups rise and fall at a rapid pace. I 

estimate that there are currently approx. 

100 active start -ups in Krakow. When we 

treat the definition of start -ups a bit more 

loosely, we can estimate there are approx. 

200-300 such entities. There are also many 

non-independent academic projects, as well as 

fledgling projects carried out in evenings 

following full -time jobs which can be added to 

this number. The more loosely you use the 

term start -up, the easier it is to start counting 

Krakow's start -ups in the hundreds.
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A long time supporter of start-ups, Bartosz is experienced in all steps of 

start-up including incubation, acceleration and investing. Currently, he 

manages the KPT ScaleUpacceleration program, is one of the managers 

of the FZKPT investment fund, has been involved in the support of 

#omgkrkfor years and is the regional ambassador of the Start-up Poland 

foundation.

Author of the publication:

Bartosz Józefowski (bart@omgkrk.com)

There are several thousand people in the 

area interested in start-up issues. The 

largest group is on facebook (and only 

considers part of the area)  is 5,000 people. 

During each year, there are more than 750 

IT and startup events in Krakow. This all 

makes Krakow a central hub for start-ups. 

I hope that this humble report will not only 

be an inventory of what is happening in 

Krakow as far as start-ups, but also a 

personal inspiration and invitation to act.

Krakow start-ups employ hundreds of people, produce solutions used worldwide and continue to gain 

the  recognition of more and more international investors. The top start-ups alone have attracted a 

total of more than PLN 500 million in investments to Krakow.

In Krakow, it can be easily estimated that there are around 10,000 people working to create an 

ecosystem of interesting technological and business solutions. In fact, Krakow hosts over 750 events 

annually which serve as an exchange of such experiences.

After all, enterprises are the most important element of this start-up eco-system. I point out that in 

the narrowest sense of the word there are approx. 100 start-ups in the area, but it must be 

remembered, that all companies, including those on the verge of "not yet a start-up" or "no longer a 

start-up" brings the total to at least several hundred entities. 

Companies found in Krakow follow every significant trend in the world of technology including those 

involving virtual reality, blockchain, 3D printing, artificial intelligence, big data and the 4.0 industry.  
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Krakow's TOP
Start-up up businesses do not compete with each other, or even with 

other companies. Start-ups struggle to provide value to the customers 

who are willing to pay for it. This "ranking" shows companies that have 

collected the largest investor financing, because it is an easy measure. 

That's how it is done in the world of start-ups. In practice I am unsure if 

this means they the "best" companies, but this list is meant to inspire 

and show that we are talking about jobs, investments and products. 

Å The data presented on the following pages comes from media reports and 

own analysis. They were not authorized by individual companies.



Base is a company that creates CRM (client 

relations manager) software that manages the 

entire sales process for companies. Currently, 

it has more than 7,000 customers, and its main 

mission is to "radically improve the work 

experience for 25 million people in the world 

dealing in professional sales." Base CRM 

already competes with global leaders. Simply 

tracing Base CRM's history reveals the names 

of many key people involved in the Krakow 

start -up scene.

www.getbase.com
Acquired investments : $53 million
Employeesin Krakow : 200

Brainly is one of the few Polish consumer startups 

(B2C) that has achieved global success. Brainly is an 

on-line portal that allows students to support each 

other with their homework. The startup transfers a 

shared sitting over a homework task to the Internet. 

The original name of the portal (and a domain that 

still operates) is zadane.pl. Brainly operates in more 

than 35 countries and has 100 million unique users 

per month. In 2016, Brainly took over its largest 

competitor in the United States.

www.brainly.com
Acquired investments : $38 million
Employeesin Krakow : 75






























































